
Volume 28 Issue 5 Office 996-7706    e-mail: luther@mitchellfirstlutheran.org  Fax 996-7727  May 2025 

MAY FOCUS……………………………………………………………………. 
First Lutheran will 
be volunteering at 
Laundry of Love 
through Church on 
the Street on May 
13. Donations are needed: laundry  
detergent pods, dryer sheets, stain 
remover, NEW underwear for all ages 
and QUARTERS. Bins are on the floor 
under the display table. Sign up at 
the Laundry of Love table in the 
Family Life Center if you would like 
to volunteer at Laundry with Love in 
Sioux Falls. We will need food dona-
tions and volunteers to prepare sack 
lunches for 120 on Tuesday morning, 
May 13. An email blast will be sent 
out for the sign up of food donations. 

The milestone blessing for high school  

graduates will be held on Sunday, May 4. 

Seniors: bring your graduation robe and 

gather in the Family Life Center at 9:15 a.m. 

During the service you will receive a blessing 

and a quilt made by the FLC Piecemakers.  

First Lutheran Post-Secondary Scholarships will 

also be presented.  

Following the worship service a brunch will be 

held for the graduates and their families in 

the Family Life Center. 

Waves of Mercy Outdoor Worship 
Sunday, June 8 & Sunday, August 10 

6:00 p.m. at the Sportman’s Club shelter 
Root beer floats will be served after worship! 



COUNCIL MINUTES — April 15, 2025 
Please note: these minutes have been edited for the newsletter. 

The full minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the office hallway 

Pastor’s Report: 
 14 students have started First Communion Classes (9 students 

from First Lutheran and 5 students from Salem Lutheran in Mt. 
Vernon) 

 Cottage meets have been completed 31 people attended. 
 The congregation welcomed 5 new members 
 19 kids are registered for summer church camps 

 
Deacon’s Report: 

 Donations for Laundry with Love are being accepted in the Family 
Life Center Sign-up forms will be available by Easter Sunday for 
food donations, food preparation, and volunteers to travel to Sioux 
Falls on May 13. 

 Attending the Prairie Rivers WELCA Spring Gathering on Satur-
day, April 26 in Scotland 

 Will attend the Rostered Ministry Spring Theological Spring  
Conference in Sioux Falls April 27-29. 

 Will attend the Synod Assembly on May 30 and 31 in Sioux Falls 

 
Ministry Reports:  

 Worship: Thank you to Kathie Freeman, Julie Van Gorp, and the Chancel Choir for the music presentation of Followers of the Light 
on Palm Sunday, April 13. Midweek Lenten services are complete. Thank you to Amanda Sonne, Becky & Eric Larson, James 
Schelske, CJ Nath and Susan Dodd for the special music “Holden Evening Prayer” for Lenten services. Thank you to the confirma-
tion youth and guest speakers, Sue Burris and Jon Mueller for assisting with the services. Holy Week plans are in place. Last 
Wednesday evening worship for the school year will be Wednesday, April 30. 

 Fellowship and Caring: Worship at Care Centers for the next 4 weeks: April 15 at Brady, April 22 at Wesley Acres, April 23 at  
Edgewood South and May 8 at  Firesteel. Next meeting for Prayer and Care will be May 6. 

 Faith Formation: 5th graders are learning about the sacrament of Holy Communion and will have a faith milestone on Maundy 
Thursday, April 17. A celebration meal with their families will be held prior to the service. 8th and 9th graders will celebrate their 
New Driver milestone during worship April 27 and April 30. Journey with Jesus and confirmation meet for the last time this year on 
Wednesday, April 30 with a cookout beginning at 5:15 p.m. and worship at 6:45 p.m. Youth are continuing to sign up for summer 
camps. High School seniors will celebrate the milestone of HS graduation on Sunday, May 4 during the worship service with a  
reception to follow.  

 Stewardship: Pastor Scott commented Building Fund pledges are coming in.  
 Property: Russ Johnson and Jim Buck have removed the screens from the bell tower and Williams Masonry will start repairs soon. 

Will continue replacing light bulbs through the church with bright white bulbs as the new bulbs burn out. Tessiers will do spring 
maintenance on the air conditioning system on April 25. Jim and Russ will work on repairing the east retaining wall this Spring/
Summer. Jim will work on painting and repairing the outside railings. April 26 is Spring Cleanup date for the church property. Pastor 
Scott suggested getting price estimates to replace the tiles in the church sanctuary.  

 Evangelism: 1100 post cards were sent out for Holy Week and Easter Sunday to invite the community to worship services.  

 

Reception of the Treasurer’s Report: March income $42,923.47; expenses $50,142.17; Net ordinary income for March was  

-$7,148.70. Year to date net ordinary income is $134,944.45 and total expense was $137,410.51 leaving a net ordinary income for the year 

-$2,466.06. Steve made a motion to receive the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Pam. Motion carried.  

New Business: Council approved recommendations of the Memorial Committee to move $10,000 from the Memorial Fund to new Camp 

Fund at Dice Financial. Motion by Kayla, second by Steve. Motion carried. Four separate accounts will be established at Dice Financial, 
General, Camp, Building and Scholarship to make it easier to separate the funds.   

Church Council Highlights 
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MARCH ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS: 
 March 2 ....................... 188/OL:112 .......... $9,600.82  
 March 5 ....................... 228/OL: 34 ........... $2,224.00 
 March 9 ....................... 131/OL:106 .......... $5,507.80 
 March 16 ..................... 126/OL:102 ........ $13,060.55 
 March 19 ..................... 100/OL: 18 .............. $738.00 
 March 23 ..................... 133/OL: 52 ........... $4,782.93 
 March 26 ..................... 117/OL: 20 .............. $867.00 
 March 30 ..................... 155/ OL:58 ........... $6,280.05 
  
 March 2025 Offering   $43, 764.15 
 

 

$34,347.00 is needed per month to meet monthly budget.  
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The Piecemakers need your help! 
Rummage Sale season is coming soon! Keep an 

eye out for the following items that the  
Piecemakers use for Baby Care Kits.  

• Baby Gowns 

• Sleepers 

• T-shirts 

• Onesies (size 6-24 months) 

• Socks 
Please check rummage sales for these items. The 

baby kits are sent to Lutheran World Relief 
throughout the world.  

May’s Noisy Offering is being collected for 
the Heart & Sole Cancer Walk. The first Heart 
and Sole Cancer walk was held in 1998. As the 
walk grew and started earning up to $40,000, a 
co-committee was formed named the Mitchell 
Area Cancer Assistance Board (MACA). This 
board was formed to distribute the money to cancer survivors in 
the Mitchell Area. Checks in excess of $600,000 have been sent 
to patients since we started in 1998. Our first priority has been to 
help those with cancer. We are very proud to have helped to this 
extent. In 2002, a 5K run was added to the event. A 10K and 1.5 
mile fun run/walk was added to the 5K run in 2003. The annual 
walks are great fun with our honorary chairpersons leading the 
survivor lap. It is a night filled with music, laughter, socializing 
with family and friends, and various entertainment. Games are 
available for our youngest walkers. It is a night to share with 
loved ones, a night to remember those that have passed, and a 
night to rejoice with those that continue their battle and are here 
to remind us to live each moment to its fullest. The focus of the 
evening is the luminary ceremony.  

Upcoming Noisy  
Offerings: 

 June: St. Dysmas Prison 
Ministry 

 July: Lutherans Outdoors of SD  

 August: FLC Piecemakers 

First Lutheran welcomed new members on Sunday, 
April 6. Here is some information on each of them.  

fƻŸƖǃШĬĲŰШcŸĲĬаШfШċůШŸƖŔŊŔŰċũũǃШŉƖŸůШcċƖƖŔƚр
ĤƨƖŊЯШÉ?ШċŰĬШŰŸƽШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШƖĲƚŔĬĲШőĲƖĲШŔŰШ
~ŔƣĦőĲũũЯШÉ?гШfШƣĲċĦőШΣƣőШƣőŸƨŊőШΝΞƣőШŊƖċĬĲШ
ĦőŸŔƖШċƣШƣőĲШ9őċůĤĲƖũċŔŰШÉĦőŸŸũШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣЮШ
ÉŸůĲШŸŉШůǃШŉċƻŸƖŔƣĲШőŸĤĤŔĲƚШċƖĲШƖĲċĬŔŰŊЯШ
ƓċŔŰƣŔŰŊЯШƚŔŰŊŔŰŊШċŰĬШƽŸƖťŔŰŊШŸƨƣЮШ~ǃШŉċůŔũǃШ
ĦŸŰƚŔƚƣƚШŸŉШůǃШƓċƖĲŰƣƚЯШƣƽŸШǃŸƨŰŊĲƖШƚŔƚƣĲƖƚЯШ
ĤƖŸƣőĲƖ-ŔŰ-ũċƽШůǃШŰŔĲĦĲШċŰĬШůǃШĬŸŊЯШ~ŸŰƣǃЮШfШ
őċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШċƣƣĲŰĬŔŰŊШŉŸƖШċШũŔƣƣũĲШŸƻĲƖШċШǃĲċƖШċŰĬШ
ċůШĲǂĦŔƣĲĬШƣŸШŸǭŔĦŔċũũǃШĤĲШċШůĲůĤĲƖЮ 

ÉċŰĬǃШ~ƨƖƖċǃаШfШĦċůĲШŉƖŸůШ ŸƖƣőĲƖŰШ9ċũŔŉŸƖŰŔċШƣŸШ
ĤĲƖĬĲĲŰШŉŸƖШĦŸũũĲŊĲЮШ~ĲƣШċŰĬШůċƖƖŔĲĬШůǃШ 

őƨƚĤċŰĬЮШìĲШőċƻĲШΟШƽŸŰĬĲƖŉƨũШĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЮШ§ŰĲШŔŰШ
?ĲũũШÅċƓŔĬƚЯШ]ŔŰċЯШőƨƚĤċŰĬШċŰĬШŊƖċŰĬĬċƨŊőƣĲƖЮШ
~ǃШƚŸŰШÉƣĲƻĲШőċƚШũŔƻĲĬШŔŰШ9ŸũŸƖċĬŸЮШ~ǃШĬċƨŊőƣĲƖШ
ÉŸŰǃċЯШőƨƚĤċŰĬШċŰĬШΞШŊƖċŰĬƚŸŰƚШċƖĲШŔŰШ~ċƖƚőċũũЯШ
~ ЮШ~ǃШőƨƚĤċŰĬЯШ[ĲũŔǂШƓċƚƚĲĬШċƽċǃШŔŰШΞΜΝΣШŸŉШ
ƚƣċŊĲШΠШĤƖċŔŰШĦċŰĦĲƖЮШfШũŸƻĲШůƨƚŔĦЯШƖĲċĬŔŰŊЯШƕƨŔũƣр
ŔŰŊЯШůǃШĦŸǭĲĲШċŰĬШƓőŸŰĲШŉƖŔĲŰĬƚЮШ~ǃШĤĲċƨƣŔŉƨũШ
ťŔƣƣǃЯШÂŔǂŔĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШxŸƖĬЮШfШŉĲĲũШĤũĲƚƚĲĬШƣŸШĤĲШċШ

ůĲůĤĲƖШŸŉШ[ŔƖƚƣШxƨƣőĲƖċŰЮ 

~ŔĦőĲũĲШÉĦőŸĲŰƽċũĬЯШÉƓĲŰĦĲƖШ~ċĲƚĦőĲŰШċŰĬШuċǃƚĲŰШ
~ċĲƚĦőĲŰаШ~ŔĦőĲũĲШŔƚШċШŰƨƖƚĲШċƣШ ƻĲƖċШ]ƖċƚƚũċŰĬƚШ
9ũŔŰŔĦШŔŰШŉċůŔũǃШůĲĬŔĦŔŰĲЯШÉƓĲŰĦĲƖШŸƽŰƚШ~ ?Ш]ċƖċŊĲШ
ĬŸŔŰŊШċƨƣŸШĬĲƣċŔũŔŰŊЯШƽŔŰĬŸƽШƣŔŰƣŔŰŊШŸŰШƻĲőŔĦũĲƚШċŰĬШ
ŉċƖůШĲƕƨŔƓůĲŰƣЯШuċǃƚĲŰШŔƚШΣЮΡШůŸŰƣőƚШŸũĬШċŰĬШőċƚШ
ĤƖŸƨŊőƣШƚŸШůƨĦőШŢŸǃШċŰĬШũŸƻĲШƣŸШŸƨƖШũŔƻĲƚЮШìĲШċũƚŸШũŸƻĲШ
ƚƓĲŰĬŔŰŊШƣŔůĲШċƣШőŸůĲШƽŔƣőШŸƨƖШƣƽŸШĦċƣƚЯШ9őċƖũŔĲШċŰĬШ
xĲŸЮШìĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШŊĲƣƣŔŰŊШůċƖƖŔĲĬШŸŰШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΥЯШΞΜΞΡг 

The Church Office will 

be closed on Monday, 

May 26 in observation 

of Memorial Day. 
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May Prayer and  
Care Worships 

EċĦőШůŸŰƣőШ[ŔƖƚƣШxƨƣőĲƖċŰШ
ũĲċĬƚШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШċƣШ~ŔƣĦőĲũũШ 

ƖĲƣŔƖĲůĲŰƣШċŰĬШĦċƖĲШĦĲŰƣĲƖƚЮ Ш 
ũũШċƖĲШƽĲũĦŸůĲШƣŸШċƣƣĲŰĬЮ 

йΞаΜΜШƓЮůЮШ~ċǃШΥШċƣШ[ŔƖĲƚƣĲĲũ 
йΞаΜΜШƓЮůЮШ~ċǃШΞΜШċƣШ7ƖċĬǃШ 
йΝΝаΜΜШċЮůЮШ~ċǃШΞΥШċƣШEĬŊĲƽŸŸĬШÉŸƨƣő 
ÑőĲƖĲШŔƚŰќƣШƽŸƖƚőŔƓШċƣШìĲƚũĲǃШ ĦƖĲƚШ 

ŔŰШ~ċǃЮ 

Here is a list of upcoming titles  
for book club 

& May 22: Belonging by Michell Miller 
& June 26: The Paris Architect by Charles 
Belfoure 

& August 28: Darling Girls by Sally Hepworth 
 

Book Club meets on the 4th Thursday of each month  
at 9:00 a.m. at First Lutheran Church in the  

Family Life Center 

Gather Study Group  

Dates & Times 
 Thursday, May 1 

 9:30 a.m. Sarah Group,  

Family Life Center 

 Wednesday, May 7 
 9:30 a.m. Lydia Group,  

Countryside Game Room 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
RUMMAGE SALE  

June 4 & 5: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
June 6: 9:00 a.m.³12:00 p.m. 

Members can start bringing items on Sunday,  
June 1. Items can be placed marked tables in the 

Family Life Center. 

ÑőĲШÉǃŰŸĬШ ƚƚĲůĤũǃШƽŔũũШ
ƣċťĲШƓũċĦĲШŸŰШ~ċǃШΟΜ-ΟΝШ
ċƣШ§ƨƖШÉċƻŔŸƖќƚШxƨƣőĲƖċŰШ
9őƨƖĦőШŔŰШÉŔŸƨǂШ[ċũũƚШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШÉǃŰŸĬШ7ŔƚőŸƓШ
EũĲĦƣŔŸŰЮШéŸƣŔŰŊШŉƖŸůШ[ŔƖƚƣШxƨƣőĲƖċŰШ9őƨƖĦőШƽŔũũШ
ĤĲШEƖŔĦШѼШ7ĲĦťǃШxċƖƚŸŰШċŰĬШsŔůШѼШsŸċŰШ ŰĬĲƖƚŸŰШ
ċũŸŰŊШƽŔƣőШÂċƚƣŸƖШÉĦŸƣƣШċŰĬШ?ĲċĦŸŰШuƖŔƚЮ 

 

June 18-20 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Yankton 

Highlights include: Tour of Gavins Point Dam, The Mead 
Museum, and the Cramer Kenyon House,  
Evening TLC Kitchen Fundraiser & Vespers Service.  
Banquet Program Portrayal of Women of the Bible 
Sneak Preview of the Speakers and Breakout  
Sessions: 
*Anghy Aragon Relationships with Companion Synods 
* Diana Gubbels Quilts with Stories of Inspiration 
* Kevin Watt Avoiding Scams, Fraud and Phishing 
* Erika Lehmann Lutheran Disaster Response and ELCA 
World Hunger 
Love Offerings: Twin-sized sheet sets, quilts, bed  
pillows, gently used toys and books, and monetary dona-
tions are always appreciated by Sleep in Heavenly Peace. 
Early bird registration is $50 if paid before June 1st.  

Thank you to those who 
brought items for the Good 

Samaritan Home in  
Scotland, SD. The items 
were part of the Love Offering, Saturday, 
April 26 at the Prairie Rivers Spring  
Gathering. The items were greatly  
appreciated by the activity staff. 

BļŕǙ ?ŕħĸƏǟ 4ƉŋŚƴ 
ĳļŕļĲŬħŴƪ ŉļǛ ָׁŴƸ ĲŋŬŴŉĸħǹז
lŉļŬƪ Ɖŋŕǆ Ĳƪ ħǋ şũļǋ ŉşŷůƪ ħǤ
RļħĸşƉŕħƉǋ bŕħƔƘ şǋ 

hŷŚĸħǹג Rħǹ ֺֽ ŅŬşǊ ָָדּ-ָָדֺֹ ǙבǊב 

Selma Shearer passed 

away on Friday, April 18. 

There will be no service 
per Selmaõs request.  
Arrangements are under 

the direction of Will Funeral Chapel.  
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5th Grade First Communion  
Celebration Meal 

Kaysen Dean Maeschen was 
baptized on Sunday, April 27, 

2025. Spencer and Michele are 
Kaysen’s parents and sponsors 

are Erica McVay and  
Darin Schoenwald. 

Handbell Choir 

Children’s 
Good News 

Time 
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Hand painted rocks by Jayne Ruhland 


