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Thanksgiving “Basket” service project 2022

Helping to provide groceries for individuals or families to enjoy at Thanksgiving. If any
FLC members are, or know of someone or household, in need of discreetly receiving
Thanksgiving groceries, please contact Pastor Scott or Jayne.
Devotional reading materials and friendly, inviting greeting card from FLC are always included in the boxes of groceries.
What to donate: NON-PERISHABLE food goods of your choosing and/or CHECK,
CASH to the church office. Cash is used to purchase the fresh, refrigerated foods, other
foods, aluminum turkey roasting pans and possibly a box or two of blank greeting cards. If
you have a sturdy cardboard box which closes at top in some way and could hold a carry-able load of groceries, you may
leave it in the room next to the office.
If you’d like to add in extras- paper products such as festive napkins, small decorative centerpieces, pot holders and such
to make it feel special… use your imagination! They can be placed in the donation box in glass lobby or given at office.
Deadline: Donate by Sunday Nov 13 is ideal! There will be a food box in the glass lobby. Please bring money to office
(or mark it clearly, separately if you use offering plate).
Ways to actively help:
• Shopper and/or organizer for groceries
• One or a few people to help discreetly meet recipients with the boxes of food. Contact Jayne.
• And one or two to be at the church on delivery day.
• If you are able to access Thrivent, sharing your 2022 service project benefit with FLC Thanksgiving Basket is a
kind way to serve Christ.
• Most importantly, your prayers are needed! Thank you.
Please call the church office if you’d like to join in working on the project.
In Christ’s love, Jayne Ruhland

Confirmation
Tenth graders will be affirming their baptism
on Sunday, October 30th at the 9:30 a.m.
worship service. Please congratulate them
when you see them!
The following people will be affirming their
baptism:
Hudson Borgan
Carson Ferry
Olivia Gibbs
Lauren Van Overschelde
Rachel Ziegeldorf

To honor Pastor Scott for Pastor
Appreciation Day.
We hope you can
join us for a potluck
following the
church service on
October 16.
We ask that you
bring the following according to
your last name:
 A-H: Salads
 I-R: Hot Dishes
 S-Z: Desserts
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COUNCIL MINUTES — September 8, 2022

Please note: these minutes have been edited for the newsletter.
The full minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the office hallway
Pastor’s Report:







Completed a new member information brochure that can be mailed
Email blasts continue—125 email contacts
Rally Wednesday September 14
Call Committee Active—report from Jeff on Call Committee
Will attend First Call Retreat in Chamberlain Nov 6-8
September 18/21—Beginning Confirmation & Bible Presentation

Ministry Reports:








Worship: Kathie has given the dates for the choir to sing. Pianists are being secured. Will look for pianists for Wednesday services.
Faith Formation: Journey with Jesus resumes on September 14. They will be using a new curriculum, a Spark rotation.
Jon got a great response for his plea for mentors.
Fellowship & Caring: Nancy’s group met Tuesday. They have been doing visitations. If there are others that need to be
visited, give names to Nancy.
Stewardship: Sunday is ’God’s Work Our Hands’. Sign-up is on the door
Property: Dirt work around the new sidewalk will be done as part of ’God’s Work, Our Hands’. Doug Fuerst will look into
the spotlight on the front stained glass window. No progress on the roof of the bell tower. No bids on the carpet yet.
Evangelism: New member Class & Orientation will be offered September 25 and October 2 at 10:45 a.m.

Reception of the Treasurer’s Report: August 2022 income $26,247.55; expenses $24,787.09. New gain for August
$1,460.46. YTD 2022 Income $70,198.46 Jon made motion to receive the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Scott. Motion carried.

AUGUST ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:
August 7 ..................... 161/OL: 36............ $6,893.77
August 14 ................... 122/OL:48............. $8,797.35
August 21 ................... 202/OL:34............. $4,984.60
August 28 ................... 197/OL: 100.......... $4,960.35
August 2022

Offering

$25,636.07

$34,347.00 is needed per month to meet monthly budget.
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An anniversary interview . . .
It’s hard to believe, but October marks my one-year anniversary as a pastor . . . and my one-year anniversary as your pastor!
When marking such a milestone, I suppose it’s natural to
reflect some on the highlights. So, I thought I might just interview
myself for this month’s newsletter column.
What has surprised you the most? How fast time
flies by! As soon as one Sunday is done, you begin working on the
next. As soon as one Wednesday is done, you begin working on
the next. I can’t believe it’s been a year. When you’re enjoying
your work the calendar pages keep turning fast. That is a good
sign!

How many baptisms, weddings and funerals have
you done? Seven baptisms, zero weddings, and 14 funerals. I
am optimistic though . . . we’ve got a few weddings scheduled!
What has been the most challenging? I’ve always
been pretty good at multi-tasking, and being a pastor requires a
lot of that. Managing multiple priorities with limited time, resources and energy is a challenge in any vocation. Our Strategic
Plan (completed in the spring) with an updated mission statement
has helped keep my/our focus on our ministry priorities . . . but it
never seems like you get quite enough done in a day.
What has been the most fun? Wow, there’s no way to
give a single answer to that question! So much of the ministry
work this past year has been fun. Spending two weeks at camp
with church youth this summer was a blast and helped me to get
to know the students better. I also enjoyed working on things like
developing a new church logo, updating our social media sites,
and launching a new website. I also have loved so much of the
worship music and playing guitar with the praise team. I really
could go on and on here . . . instead I’ll just share a few photos
from the past year.
How have you been liking Mitchell? Jill and I are
adjusting well to many new routines and activities. Let’s just say
I’ve gotten to know the folks out at Lakeview Golf Course pretty
good! We spend a lot of time out at Lake Mitchell with our dog,
Finn. We’ve also been impressed with the community theater, the
music concerts and the many sporting events in the community.
The Corn Palace popcorn balls are pretty good too!
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October’s Noisy Offering is being collected for SD

Lutheran Campus Ministry. Campus Ministry is both faithful to a rich theological tradition and driven by the challenges of the
contemporary university. Through worship,
study, fellowship, and service, members of
the academic community taste the fullness
of God’s grace. As expansive as Christ’s love,
Campus Ministry reaches out to all who teach and learn,
inviting them to experience the challenge of following Jesus
on the Way. The SD Synod has campus ministries on five
campuses in SD: Northern State University, South Dakota
State University, School of Mines & Technology, Black Hills
State University and University of South Dakota.

Upcoming Noisy Offerings:

 November: Love Feast
 December: Mitchell

Kermit Black died September 7,
2022. Funeral services were
Saturday, September 10 at First
Lutheran Church with burial at
Graceland Cemetery.
Violet Corrington died September 12.
Funeral services were Saturday, September
17 at First Lutheran Church with burial at
Graceland Cemetery.
James Sopoci died September 13. Funeral
services were Monday, September 19 at
First Lutheran Church with burial at
Servicemen’s Memorial Cemetery with
Military Rites.

Safehouse

Mitchell Food Pantry
Location and Hours
812 N Rowley St. Suite C
Monday: 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Thursday: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Friday: 12:00-3:00 p.m.

Short on food?
The Mitchell Food Pantry can help!
Call 605-990-3663 or stop by when we
are open to see if you qualify (185% of
poverty). Photo ID required.
The hours and location are listed above.

Time to Restart the Bell/
Chime Choir

We will starting bell/chime
choir rehearsals October 12 approximately 6:15 p.m. (future
meeting times negotiable).
Come have dinner (good meal!)
and then come upstairs to ring.
We welcome new bell ringers and Arne will
gladly give you individual instructions if you
need it, even help you learn to read music. We
have a great time together so make it happen!

There were 986 people served in August which is an increase of 310 people from 679
in April. FLC request for Food Pantry donations to be collected in the Glass Lobby:
 Week #1 (Sept 25-Oct 1): Crackers (Ritz, Saltine & Graham) & Ramen Noodles
 Week #2 (October 2-8): Pasta (Spaghetti & Elbow Macaroni), Ketchup, Mustard
and Sides (Knorr, Rice-a-roni, instant mashed potatoes, etc.)
 Week #3 (October 9-15): Cereal and Juice
Currently the Food Pantry is fully stocked with egg cartons and plastic bags. Those items are not needed at this
time, thank you for supporting this vital
community ministry.

New members will be received
during worship on Sunday,
October 16. Everyone is invited
to attend the
potluck after
worship.
Please help
us welcome
our newest members!
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Gather Study Groups


Wednesday, October 5




th

9:30 a.m. Lydia Group, FLC
Conference Room

Thursday, October 6th


9:30 a.m. Sarah Group, Family Life Center

All First Lutheran women are invited to be part of any of
these groups which meet on a regular basis. Please join us.

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, October 11,
Women of the ELCA, Prairie
Rivers Conference Retreat,
St. John’s, Dimock. 9:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. with
morning coffee and lunch provided,
no registration fee.
 2023 Synodical Meeting, Black Hills,
June 22 & 23.


Grab a copy of the following book
and join in on the conversation
during the upcoming book club
meetings:

 October 21: The House on Mango Street by
It is that time of year again when we start the process
of filling open positions in our church for 2023.
Here are the positions we will be looking to fill:
2023 Church Council Positions Available:
1) Chair of Evangelism Ministry (2 year term)

2023 Church Committee Positions Available:
1) Endowment Committee (1 individual, 3 year term)
2) Internal Audit Committee (1-2 individuals, 1 year
term)
3) Memorial Committee (2 individuals, 3 year term)
4) Scholarship Committee (1 individual, 3 year term)
5) Synod Delegates (4 individuals, 1 year term) +
2 alternates
I hope that you will prayerfully consider filling one of
these open positions in our church. If you would like to
accept one of these positions or would like more information about them please feel free to contact me.
Thank you,
Eric Larson, Council Vice President
Cell: 605-770-2134, Email: eric544@mit.midco.net

The bake sale also
begins at 11:00 a.m.
Please note that there
will be NO EARLY
SALES at the bake
sale. It is important to have a nice selection
at the stated starting time.

Sandra Cisneros

 November 18: The Divorce Colony by
April White

Book club meets at 10:00 a.m. at Fika Coffeehouse

The annual luncheon will be held
on Saturday, October 22 in the
Family Life Center. Two choices
of soup and sandwiches with an
assortment of pies will be available. Serving will take place between 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Come
for lunch and bring a friend. Profits from the FLCW events help support sending
First Lutheran Youth to Bible Camp and support ELCA causes including Lutheran World
Relief, LSS and Lutherans Outdoors.
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Opportunities and Missions of First Lutheran Church
Celebrate God’s presence in Worship
Demonstrate God’s love through Ministry
Communicate God’s word through Evangelism
Incorporate God’s family through Fellowship
Educate God’ people through Discipleship

Please check ones of interest/involvement
Learning/Education
Food @ First
__ Bible Studies
__ Wednesday evening meals (participation/donations)
__ Bible by the Book – 2nd Sun of month after services
__ Sunday fellowship following services (participation/donations)
__ Sisters of Faith – evenings as scheduled
__ Serving funerals (participation/donations)
__ Gather Study – Wed. & Thurs. mornings – 9:30
__ Fall soup, sandwich, bake sale (participation/donations)
__ Bible Study – Fri at 9:00 as scheduled
__ Graduation brunch (participation/donations)
__ Journey with Jesus – Wed. evenings (3 yr. to 6th grade)
__ Confirmation – as scheduled (7th & 8th grade)
Name _____________________________________
__ Book Club – 3rd Fri of the month 10:30
Phone # ___________________________________
__ Fundraising for scholarship, Campership
Email _____________________________________
__ Thrivent Action Card (apply for)
Place in offering plate or drop off at the church office
Mission and Outreach
__ Mitchell Area Food Pantry (donations)
__ Special Occasion/Holiday decorating (Sanctuary/Family Life Center/Chapel)
__ Piecemakers - quilts, shawls, kits (participation, donations)
__ Visitors and New Members Connections
__ Choir, Bell Choir, Music Worship Leaders
__ Sound Board and Screen Operators
__ Prayer and Care Team

Sign up for electronic giving &
Hospitality Ministry has never been
easier! Simply scan either QR code. The
codes will also be on the back of the
weekly worship bulletin.
Giving Made
Easy!

Hospitality Ministry
Sign Up

Coborn’s Receipts
We are in need of volunteers to help clean up
after the Wednesday
evening meals. Please
consider staying around to help out!

We are collecting receipts for the months
of August, September, and October 2022.
Receipts prior to August 2022 cannot be
used. Please turn in your receipts by November 11. The church receives 1% of the
total receipts which is used for transportation costs.
Thank you for your participation!

