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MAY FOCUS…………………………………………………………
CHURCH CLEAN-UP

On May 7 starting
at 9:00 a.m. there
will be a clean-up of
the church
grounds. Please
bring your work
gloves, broom, rake
and other misc.
tools and help us beautify the
property inside and out after a
long winter.

I’m feeling grateful for the many, many ways members of this
faith community contributed to the life of the congregation during
our journey through Lent to the empty tomb of Easter! You have
been a blessing! Thank you to our musicians, our song leaders, our
choir members, our greeters, our ushers, our readers, our
confirmation youth, our First Communion class, the church staff,
our sacristy crew, our Seder Meal volunteers, our tech crew, and
to all the folks that did the stuff that just needed doing.
Thank you to all our cooks and kitchen helpers! By my count we
served just under 1,000 meals during this stretch.
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Pastor Scott

Too much stuff? But not
enough for your own rummage
sale? Too much work to have
your own rummage sale? First
Lutheran will have a rummage
sale again this summer, June 2,
3, 4 in the Family Life Center,
so begin saving items now. Like
last year, the rummage sale
will NOT include clothing
items. Items can be brought to
the church beginning Thursday,
May 26. The profit from the
sale will go the First Lutheran
Post-Secondary
Scholarship Fund.
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COUNCIL MINUTES — April 12, 2022

Please note: these minutes have been edited for the newsletter.
The full minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the office hallway
Approval of Previous Month’s Minutes: Motion by Scott, second by Nancy to approve the March minutes with the
following corrections: February 2022 income $40,576.01; expenses $27,834.94; Net gain for February $12,741.07.
Motion carried.
Correspondence & Announcements:
 A letter from Lutheran Outdoors asking for support and finances. Rick made a motion, seconded by Nancy that
we give our budgeted amount after this month’s noisy offerings are collected to help Lutheran Outdoors with
their expenses before the camping season. Motion carried.
 Jeff Clark reported on the Mutual Ministry Committee. The group was formed and met on Tuesday, March 15.
The purpose of the committee is to provide support and counsel for the pastor. They will meet every couple of
months.
Pastor’s Report:
 New members will be received later in May.
 Pastor Scott will be gone next week for the Spring Theological Conference.
 3rd Graders will receive their bibles on April 24.
 Senior Sunday will be May 1.
Ministry Reports:
 Worship: Choir presented the Easter Story in Song on Palm Sunday. The choir will be singing Good Friday and
Easter Sunday.
 Stewardship: 287 lbs. of food were collected on March 13th. The scholarship committee met and awarded
$3900 to seven applicants, 2 high school seniors and 5 college students.
 Property: Wade Ziegeldorf received an estimate from Kuefler Protection, Inc. for lightning rods for FLC. The
estimate was approximately $40,000. There was discussion, but no action taken.
 Evangelism: The website went live last week.
Reception of the Treasurer’s Report: March 2022 income
$31,590.14; expenses $23,072.59. Net gain for March
$8,517.55. YTD 2022 Income $35,481.30. Nancy made a
motion to receive the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Scott.
Motion carried.
Unfinished Business:
 Memorial Fund Policy—Scott made a motion, seconded
by Eric to adopt a new constitutional amendment and
establish the FLC memorial committee as presented by
Jeff. Motion approved.
New Business:
 FLC Strategic Plan: The plan will be made available to
FLC members the 1st week of May. They will be asked
to give feedback before adoption by the council.

MARCH ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:

March 2 ................... 190 ................... $3,133.00
March 6 ................... 78/OL: 186 ....... $6,657.02
March 9 ................... 151 ................... $1,480.45
March 13 ................. 119/OL: 100 ..... $5,346.85
March 16 ................. 139 ................... $1,122.00
March 20 ................. 155/OL: 82 ....... $7,279.35
March 23 ................. 136 ................... $1,104.00
March 27 ................. 153:OL: 56 ....... $4,533.27
March 30 ................. 125 ................... $1,469.00
March 2022

Offering

$32,124.94

$34,347.00 is needed per month to meet monthly budget.
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May Highlights

Communication updates & Bible Study . . . by the Book
Breath . . .
Sometimes I have to remind myself to take a deep
cleansing breath and reflect. This is one of those
times.

As this newsletter hits your mailbox (or email inbox),
our congregation will be wrapping up a stretch of
ministry milestones that will be some of the highlights of our time together.

A

B

It includes my first Lenten season and Holy Week
with you. It includes First Communion for 5th graders,
Bible presentations for 3rd graders, high school senior recognition, finishing up confirmation for the
year, creation of a new church logo, a website redesign, and the completion of our first draft of our strategic plan.
Like I said . . . breath. Together, we have been engaged in an expansive ministry here at First Lutheran.
Here are a few items I want to highlight:

New Church Logo
You probably already
noticed, but First
Lutheran has a new
logo that we’ve been
using for a couple of
months now. Several different logo options were
developed and then input was gathered from multiple small groups. The logo selected was the overall
first choice from each group.

D
E

C

F

G

H

Website Home Page Highlights:
A—The next featured event
B—Our Home Page rotating sliders
C—A link to our Hospitality Ministry Sign-up
D—A link to our Monthly Calendar
E—A link to watch our worship services
F—Click to sign-up for our Youth News email blast.
G—A link to our public Facebook page (this is not a link to our
private, group page).
H—Click to sign-up for our Church News email blast.

The main graphic is a blue, gray and black image of a
stained-glass window. The window has a cross centered on it as the central point. One detail often not
noticed at first glance, is at the base of the window is
an open Bible.

If you scroll down to the bottom of the home page,
you can click on the blue bars to sign up for these
two lists. Also note, you can find our weekly bulletin
and the Taking Faith Home inserts on our website.

Website & Email List

Adult Bible Study

If you haven’t been to our website lately, I’d encourage you to check out our new design and updated
content. One thing you’ll want to consider is signing
up for one, or both, of our email “blast” as a way to
stay updated on the happenings of First Lutheran.
We have Church News and Youth News email lists
we are compiling.

With the wrapping up of our youth education programs, I’m looking forward to offering some Bible
study opportunities for adults and older youth during
the summer.
Beginning in May, I’ll be hosting a Bible study called,
The Bible . . . by the Book.
- Pastor’s Column continued
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- Pastor’s Column continued

Together we’ll spend some time looking at an entire
book of the Bible. We
often look at individual
verses, a group of passages, or even a chapter, but I prefer to
study an entire book
at once.

This approach gives us the opportunity to dig into the
context

text of the book and ask questions like, “Who wrote it, why
did they write it, and what are its’ key messages?”
The first book we’ll be studying is Colossians. We’ll meet in
person after church on May 15th, or you can join us via Zoom
on May 18th. Just email the church
(luther@mitchellfirstlutheran.org) and we’ll send you a
Zoom link.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry – you have been a
blessing!

Pastor Scott

FLC Strategic Plan Ready For Comment
Last month I discussed our timeline for the FLC strategic plan development. Over the past month
Pastor Scott and the FLC Council have reviewed notes collected from the cottage meetings and
used those to build the foundation for our strategic plan. The council and Pastor Scott met for a strategic planning retreat and using the congregations initial thoughts, we formulated a draft strategic
plan. The sideboards for the strategic plan were as follows:
1. Plan will be 2-3 years in length to allow decisive action and then adjustment in a few years if
needed.
2. Focus items will reflect the items identified by the majority of congregation during cottage
meetings.
3. Each focus will have no more than 3-4 goals.
4. Each goal will be assigned a timeline, preferably 1 goal for each year of the plan (2022, 2023,
2024)
5. Each goal will be assigned the most appropriate council position or FLC staff to facilitate its
completion.
6. Each goal will have a metric in order to measure progress.
Using these parameters, the draft strategic plan was developed. During the April council meeting it
was unanimously decided to move the draft strategic plan forward for congregation review and comment.
The draft strategic plan is available for anyone who is a FLC member to review and make comment
on. To obtain an electronic copy contact the church office by email at
luther@mitchellfirstlutheran.org. Hard copies will be available in the church office or located in the
glass lobby. In order to keep the process moving with a hopeful adoption date of July, I would ask
you submit comments to Pastor Scott or me by May 31st.

John Lentz
Council President
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May’s Noisy Offering is being collected for the Heart & Sole Cancer Walk.

The first Heart and Sole Cancer walk was held in 1998. As the walk grew and started earning
up to $40,000, a co-committee was formed named the Mitchell Area Cancer Assistance Board
(MACA). This board was formed to distribute the money to cancer survivors in the Mitchell
Area. Checks in excess of $600,000 have been sent to patients since we started in 1998. Our
first priority has been to help those with cancer. We are very proud to have helped to this extent. In 2002, a 5K run was added to the event. A 10K and 1.5 mile fun run/walk was added to the 5K run in 2003.
To date, the event raises close to $50,000 to $60,000 a year for cancer patients. We are proud to have over 20 corporate sponsors, multiple individual business and personal supporters, and close to 100 teams consisting of 10 or more
members participating each year.
The annual walks are great fun with our honorary chairpersons leading the survivor lap. It is a night filled with music, laughter, socializing with family and friends, and various entertainment. Games are available for our youngest
walkers. It is a night to share with loved ones, a night to remember those that have passed, and a night to rejoice
with those that continue their battle and are here to remind us to live each moment to its fullest. The focus of the
evening is the luminary ceremony. It is truly a beautiful thing to see so many people quietly walking as the luminaries glow around the track.
The committee feels honored to be involved with a project of love. The support of all the people from so many communities is something that our survivors need and appreciate. Most of our supplies and needs are met through donations of various businesses and individuals. We can't thank you enough! We couldn't do it without the benevolent
giving of so many, many people!!

Upcoming Noisy
Offerings:

Coborn’s Receipts
We are collecting
receipts for the months of
February, March and April
2022. Receipts dated prior to February
2022 cannot be used. Please turn in
your receipts by May 13. We receive 1%
of the total receipts which is used for
transportation costs.
Thank you for your participation!

The Church Office will be
closed on Monday,
May 30th.
Happy Memorial Day!

Plant a Row
This year, plant one row in your garden dedicated to someone who needs
it—someone who is going hungry—and
donate it to the Mitchell Food Pantry
(812 N Rowley St.)
Will you help us by planting
a row?
For more information call
605-990-3663.





June: Mitchell Habitat for Humanity
July: St. Dysmas Prison Ministry
August: FLC Piecemakers

Sloan Elizabeth Fuchs

was baptized on
Sunday, April 24, 2022.
Rick & Kelsey are the parents of
Sloan and Whitney Fletcher &
Ryan Fuchs are her sponsors.

Norman Knickrehm

Died April 7, 2022.
Funeral Services were at
First Lutheran Church on April 14 with
burial at Graceland Cemetery in Mitchell.

Mitchell Food Pantry Location and Hours

812 N Rowley St. Suite C
Monday: 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Thursday: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Friday: 12:00-3:00 p.m.

The Messenger

Page 6
I give you a new
commandment, that
you love one another.
John 13:34a

Circle Meeting Dates & Times


Tuesday, May 3rd




Wednesday, May 4th


Thursday and
Friday,
June 23 & 24, Synodical
Meeting in Brookings.
Thank you to all
who brought
personal care items
for the Mitchell
Helping Hands Pantry. First Lutheran
had a great donation and the women who attended the Prairie Rivers
meeting on Saturday, added to it.
Mitchell UCC church volunteers, who
picked up the items, made many
trips out to their vehicle.
Grab a copy of the following
books and join in on the
conversation during the
upcoming book club meetings:

 May 20: The Radium Girls by Kate Moore
 June 17: A Long Way Home by Tom Brokaw
 July 15: Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
Book club meets at 10:30 a.m. at
Cornerstone Coffeehouse
(Please note the change in time!)

Senior Recognition Sunday

First Lutheran 2022
graduates will be honored
May 1 during the worship service. First Lutheran PostSecondary Scholarships will
be presented.



11:30 a.m. FLCW Board
Meeting, Cornerstone
9:15 a.m. Lydia Circle, FLC Conference Room

Thursday, May 5th



9:30 a.m. Sarah Circle, Family Life Center
The Elizabeth Circle will not be meeting!

All First Lutheran women are invited to be part of any of
these groups which meet on a regular basis.
Please join us.
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