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Church Council Highlights
COUNCIL MINUTES — May 10, 2022

Please note: these minutes have been edited for the newsletter.
The full minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the office hallway
Pastor’s Report:
 Good participation & attendance during Lent, Holy Week and Easter
 Vanco online giving has been updated on the church’s website
 Bible Study—’Bible by the book’ will be held this Sunday at 10:45 a.m. It will also be offered via zoom at
8:00 p.m. on May 18.
 Confirmation has wrapped up for the year
 2 funerals: Norman Knickrehm and Sandy Nelson
 22 students are signed up for camp
Ministry Reports:
 Worship: The choir will take a break until fall. Karen made the motion to invite Paul Oman to present ‘Drawn to
the Word’ on July 3.
 Fellowship & Caring: Nancy and the committee have been making visits. She is working on the Heart & Sole
Cancer Walk to be held on June 17. She plans to sell luminaries.
 Faith Formation: ‘Journey with Jesus’ finished up on May 4. There will be two summer fun nights. One in June
and one in July. They are looking at curriculum for next year.
 Stewardship: Rick will give a temple talk in June to prepare for ‘God’s Work Our Hands’ on September 11 and
get it on the calendar.
 Property: A lot was accomplished on Saturday’s clean-up day. Wayne called Make-It-Mine Design about the
low clearance signs. There is a small roof leak in the sanctuary. No word from the roofers for the bell tower.
Wayne & Jon will work together to get quotes for new carpet in the Family Life Center.
 Evangelism: Joan Anderson & Gloria Thompson are putting together welcome bags for visitors.
Reception of the Treasurer’s Report: April 2022 income $49,156.24; expenses $29,982.31. Net gain for April
$19,173.93. YTD 2022 Income $158,994.23 In April, two CDs came due; one for endowment and one for scholarship. The amount of the endowment CD was $14,420 and was invested into the MainStay account. The Scholarship
CD ($10,300) was deposited into Acct 1030 waiting for direction. Jon made a motion to receive the Treasurer’s report,
seconded by Rick. Motion carried.
Unfinished Business:
 Investment options for scholarship funds: John will
investigate options for investing scholarship funds and
possibly have some presentation at upcoming Council
Meetings.
New Business:
 Outdoors Signs: Update to outdoor signs was
discussed. Wayne will get proposals to modernize the
signs.

APRIL ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:

April 3 ..................... 144/OL:144 ......$9,208.02
April 6 ..................... 155 ....................$1,197.00
April 10 ................... 254/OL: 172 .....$6,375.35
April 14 ................... 112 .......................$821.00
April 15 ................... 105 .......................$533.00
April 17 ................... 232/207/OL: 106
................................. ........................$15,326.35
April 24 ................... 158/OL:136 ....$12,884.99
April 27 ................... 31 ...........................$70.00
April 2022

Offering

$46,415.61

$34,347.00 is needed per month to meet monthly budget.
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From Pastor Scott . . .

Summer is for wrestling . . .
As you are about to embark on a summer filled
with activities, I’d like you to add one more to your
plans. Consider spending time with scripture this
summer. Spend some time dwelling with God’s
word . . . on a regular basis and even at a regular
time.
For me, early mornings
work best, before my mind fills
with the demands of the day.
But if you do choose to engage with scripture, be forewarned. Scripture can challenge you. Scripture can
change you. Recently I’ve been
reading a book where the author (Rachel Held Evans), compares engaging with scripture to a wrestling match!
It can often be hard work, challenging work, and
much like Jacob wrestling through the night with an
angel . . . you might not get through it unscathed.
As you engage in scripture, it’s helpful to remember that the Bible is not a single book. Instead, it is a
library of books, and includes a variety of genres all
written for different reasons. And while some might
have first been led to view the Bible as some kind of
magical answer book that gives simple, clear-cut answers to all of life’s problems, it’s not that. It’s never
been that.
Instead, the Bible offers a cacophony of voices,

Congregational Council Members
President: John Lentz
Vice President: Eric Larson
Treasurer: Traci Patrick
Secretary: Kathy Otterby

999-6093
770-2134
299-6093
999-3453

experiences, hopes, and laments . . . all written at
different times and for different reasons. These
voices represent the full range of our human experience . . . from songs of praise, to laments of despair, to the uncomfortable story of Job.
Held Evans writes, “There are parts of the Bible
that inspire, parts that perplex, and parts that leave you
with an open wound. I’m still
wrestling, and like Jacob, I will
wrestle until I am blessed.
God hasn’t let go of me yet.”
My pray is that this summer
we’ll find time to wrestle with
scripture. Wrestle and see
how the Holy Spirit might be
stirring our faith into action through our daily lives.
God hasn’t let go of us yet!
Prayer Request
I’m asking our congregation to pray for the
youth of our church this summer. Not just the kids
going to camp, but all our youth. Pray for their
safety when traveling. Pray for their health, pray
for their mental health, and pray that they can
have faith-filled experiences this summer.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry –
you have been a blessing!

Pastor Scott

Committee Chairs
Worship: Karen Jorgenson
999-4288
Faith Formation: Jon Mueller
999-7519
Fellowship & Caring: Nancy Kogel 770-0209
Stewardship: Rick Fuchs
770-0151
Property: Wayne Witzel
999-8416
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June’s Noisy Offering is being collected
for the Mitchell Regional Habitat for Humanity which is dedicated to eliminating substandard housing locally and worldwide
through constructing, rehabilitating and
preserving homes; by advocating for fair
and just housing policies; and by providing training and
access to resources to help families improve their shelter conditions. Habitat for Humanity was founded on
the conviction that every man, woman and child should
have a simple, durable place to live in dignity and
safety, and that decent shelter in decent communities
should be a matter of conscience and action for all.

July’s Noisy Offering is being
collected for St. Dysmas Prison
Ministry of SD which is a Word
and Sacrament ministry of the
ELCA. They are located within
the prison walls of the SD State Penitentiary in
Sioux Falls and Mike Durfee State Penitentiary in
Springfield, SD. Two-thirds of their income
comes from individual donations! The ministry
couldn’t exist without the support of many who
recognize how valuable this ministry is to our inmates and how lives within prison walls have
changed.

Upcoming Noisy Offerings:
 August: FLC Piecemakers
 September: Mitchell Food
Pantry
 October: SD Lutheran
Campus Ministry

Sandy Nelson

Died April 26, 2022
Funeral Services were at
First Lutheran Church
on Saturday, April 30 with burial at
Graceland Cemetery in Mitchell.

Asher Michael Leighton

was baptized on Sunday,
May 15, 2022. Jordon and
Danielle are parents of
Asher. Andrew & Shelby
Schwader and Bradyn & Michaela Steffen
are his sponsors.

Heart & Sole Luminary forms will be
available for pick up on Sundays,
June 5 & 12. There will be a display
set up in the Family Life Center. The
form and money can be mailed to
PO Box 236, Mitchell, SD or dropped
off at either CorTrust Bank
location in Mitchell.

Please join us to celebrate our 25th year of helping
cancer patients in Mitchell and the surrounding
areas. The Heart & Sole Cancer Walk will be on
Friday, June 17, 2022 at Mitchell Hitchcock Park,
located at 1201 E Hanson Ave.
Come out and enjoy the new location, we had a
great time last year! We will have great food and
great entertainment. We will be honoring all past
Honorary Co-chairs from the previous 24 years.
The 5K and 10K run will not be on Saturday, June
18 at the DWU Avera Sports & Wellness Complex.
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Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers
for thereby some have
entertained angels
unawares.
Hebrews 13:2

Circle Meeting
Dates & Times





Tuesday, May 31st
 11:30 a.m. FLCW
Board Meeting, Fika
Coffeehouse (located in north BankWest
location)
Wednesday, June 1st




9:15 a.m. Lydia Circle,
FLC Conference Room
nd

Thursday, June 2


9:30 a.m. Sarah Circle, Family Life Center

For July:
th
 Wednesday, July 6

9:15 a.m. Lydia Circle,
FLC Conference Room
No Board Meeting in July
The Sarah Circle will not meet





All First Lutheran women are invited to be part
of any of these groups which meet on a regular
basis. Please join us.

TOO MUCH STUFF? But not

enough for your own
rummage sale? Too much
work to have a rummage sale?
First Lutheran will have a
rummage sale again this year,
June 2, 3 & 4 in the Family Life Center. Like last year,
the rummage sale will NOT include clothing. Items
can be brought to the church on Sunday, May 29;
Tuesday, May 31; and Wednesday, June 1. The profit
of the rummage sale will go into the First Lutheran
Post-Secondary Scholarship Fund.

SIGN UP! Student
workers are needed for
the rummage sale as
this fundraiser is for the benefit of First
Lutheran students. There is a sign-up sheet
on the counter in the Glass Lobby.

The Piecemakers need your help!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Items for baby care kits are needed!
The Piecemakers are collecting the following
gently used items:
Baby Gowns
Sleepers
T-shirts
Onesies (size 6-24
months)
Hand towels
Socks
Gentle bar soap (Ivory) 3 ½-4 oz. bars

Please check rummage sales for these items. The
baby kits are sent to Lutheran World Relief
throughout the world.

Rummage Sale Hours





Thursday, June 2: 8:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Friday, June 3: 8:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 4: 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

First Lutheran Post-Secondary
Scholarship

First Lutheran 2022 graduates and present college
students were eligible to apply for the First
Lutheran Post-Secondary Scholarship, which is
now a combination of the First Lutheran Scholarship and the FLCW
Scholarship. Scholarships were presented May 1, Senior Recognition Sunday, to the following students: 2022 graduates: Taylor
Haring and Cameron McCurdy and college students: Liz Fossum,
Carly Haring, Hannah Hetland, Grace Lentz and Cailey Scott.
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The Piecemakers
will be collecting
school supplies
again this year
starting in August,
so looking ahead
the following items are needed:
 Spiral notebooks
 Blunt scissors
 12” rulers
 2 ½” erasers
 Black & blue ballpoint pens
(no gel pens, please)
 Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons

The Mitchell Food Pantry is in need
of the following items:

The tote for these supplies will
be in the Glass Lobby starting in
August.

 Rice
 Pasta
 Crackers
Items can be placed in the Food
Pantry drawers in the Glass Lobby.
Mitchell Food Pantry Location and Hours
812 N Rowley St. Suite C
Monday: 12:00-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Thursday: 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Friday: 12:00-3:00 p.m.

Short on food?

The Mitchell Food Pantry can help!
Call 605-990-3663 or stop by
when we are open to see if you
qualify (185% of poverty).
Photo ID required.
The hours and location are listed
above.

Book Club will meet on the following days
at Fika Coffeehouse
(located in the north BankWest location)
 June 17: A Long Way Home
by Tom Brokaw
 July: Book club will not meet
 August 19: Lincoln Highway
by Amor Towles
 September 16: The Brilliant Life of
Eudora Honeysett by Annie Lyons
Grab a copy of the books an join in on the
conversation. Book Club meets at 10:00 a.m.
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Snack Pack Aluminum Can Drive is
happening now through
the end of July!

100% of the aluminum can
proceeds will be donated to
the Mitchell Snack Pack
Program. Every little bit
helps. Each year hundreds of
Mitchell elementary students
sign up for free or reduced
lunches at school, the Snack Pack program
ensures that these children have food to
prepare for snacks on the weekends.
The drop site is 609 E 1st Ave., drop bags on
porch in Snack Pack deckbox.

Pie Auction to benefit
Heart & Sole Cancer
Walk
June 7th
If you would like to make a pie to
donate you can drop off at the
Nedved Media building at 723 N Rowley on
June 6 through 9:00a.m. on June 7.
Also, consider bidding on your favorite pie!
Spread the word to your family, friends and
neighbors. All proceeds will go to the Heart
& Sole Cancer Walk. Then tune in Q1073 and
KORN AM 1490 starting at 10:00 a.m. to bid
on your favorite items.

If you have questions please call
605-996-1490.

?

If you would like to be part of this
ministry of prayer,
please contact Jodi:
luther@mitchellfirstlutheran.org
Prayer concerns and
updates will be emailed to you.
Your only responsibility as a
member of this team is to PRAY.
Hospitality Ministry
sign up is now
available on the
church’s website:
www.mitchellfirstlutheran.org, on the homepage. Simply click the link (all Sundays are included on one sign up) and sign up. The binder
will still be available on the table in the back of
the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
Please consider signing up to help out!
Thank you for your assistance!
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