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JANUARY FOCUS……………………………………………...
ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022
AT 11:15 A.M.
Please have your reports
turned in to Jodi by Friday,
January 14 so the Annual
Report can be available on
January 23.
Please contact Jodi with any questions.
Also, there needs to be 50 voting
members at the annual meeting to
conduct church business.

A Spirit of Generosity
A reminder to turn in your Stewardship
pledges & Time/Talent
survey cards to the church
office or bring them to our
Celebration Sunday worship
on January 16, 2022.
Remember! Never be afraid
to try something new, because life gets
boring when you stay within the limits
of what you already know!

With the help of 33 volunteers, including First
Lutheran members, friends and grandchildren,
we completed six weeks of delivering Meals on
Wheels to people in our community on
Friday, December 3.
We would like to thank the following people who
gave their time to help with this project: Jim and
Joan Anderson, Cliff and Janene Jager, Bruce and
Mona Ward, Simon Wiese, Gretchen Pieper, Barb
Selland, Mary Fristad, Keith and Gloria Thompson,
Kathy Otterby, Tehra Scott, Jerolyn Dean, Larry
and Roxy Jensen, Mary Ann Hetland, Judy Lofgren,
Gail Mueller, Kathie Freeman, Avery DeMaranville,
Rube and Pat Adam, Ron Kogel, Bill Oakley, Daryl
and Janet Heckenlaible, Jeff Clark, Barb Vandever,
Deb Toomey, Sharon Scott and Carmen Johnson.
Also, Abbott House, First Dakota Bank and Toshiba
provided drivers one day a week for the six week
period and Firesteel Healthcare and Tech
Solutions provided drivers for one full week during
the six week time-frame.
With gratitude to everyone that helped, we thank
you from the bottom of our heart for your
dedicated service to this much needed project.
All of you are the greatest!
Mona Ward and Gail Mueller, co-chairmen

Mission Statement: First Lutheran is a
Christian Community proclaiming
Jesus Christ to the world as we worship, learn,
and serve together.
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COUNCIL MINUTES — December 14, 2021
Please note: these minutes have been edited for the newsletter.
The full minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the office hallway

Pastor’s Report:
 Attended the Prairie River’s Pastor’s Conference
 Two baptisms
 Delvon Ammon funeral
 Upcoming funeral for Rodger Kulm
 Confirmation Sunday went well
 Visitation to Wesley Acres, Firesteel, Edgewood and some homes
Ministry Reports:
 Fellowship & Caring: Nancy has contacted a few members to be on a visitation team. They would like to wait until after
the first of the year to get started.
 Faith Formation: The Christmas Program is tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m. There has been 21-22 attending confirmation
and 8-9 attending the high school group. Looking at possibilities for adult education.
 Stewardship: A mailing ‘Spirit of Generosity’ is ready to be sent out to members. There will be temple talks in the near
future.
 Property: Wayne reported that Tim VanPelt stripped, sealed and waxed the floor in the basement kitchen and daycare
eating area.
 Evangelism: No report
Reception of the Treasurer’s Report: November 2021 income $26,301.52; expenses $20,820.75. Net gain for November $5,480.77.
YTD 2021 Net Ordinary Income $99,368.65. Jon made a motion to receive the Treasurer’s report, seconded by John. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business:


Website: Kathy noted that the website needs updating. Rick
suggested that someone on council or in the office be in
charge of updating the website and social media sites.



Audio/Visual System: The wires have been pulled and wait- NOVEMBER ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:
November 3............. 38 .................................
ing on the mounts that are being made by Bailey Welding.
November 7............. 190/OL:92.........$7,928.02
Mitchell Telecom channel 112 (First Lutheran’s channel) will
November 10........... 40 .........................$135.00
start tomorrow night. Working on getting a channel on
November 14........... 166/OL:192.......$7,199.35
Santel. John will also contact TrioTel.
November 17........... 35 .........................$180.00



November 21........... 172/OL: 132......$6,046.35
Shared Multi-Gen Basement Space: An itemized estimate
November 24........... 37 .........................$365.00
was presented for the basement remodel for a total of
November 28........... 167/OL: 168......$4,204.35
$15,694. Preschool will fund $5,000, the remaining $10,694
would come from memorial money. Mueller Lumber also
November 2021
Offering
$26,058.07
mentioned waterproofing. Recommendation to close off old
basement bathrooms to prevent futures problems. Jon will $34,347.00 is needed per month to meet monthly budget.
get more costs together and we will vote in January.

New Business:
 2022 budget was discussed. John will put the budget together with a 3 year average.
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Cottage Meetings

A New Year . . . A Shared Vision
Dear People of First Lutheran,
It is hard to believe we are turning the page on
another year. And as we do, I am humbled and
honored to be serving the people of First Lutheran.
January marks my three-month anniversary here.
And while it has only been three months I feel like,
together, we have already accomplished much and
hit the ground running.
One of the things we discussed during the call process was the need for a strategic planning process
for the congregation. This was something that really
excited me as I considered accepting this call. I know
the words “Strategic Planning” do not excite many
people, but they do me! And I think they should
excite you as well.
Instead of Strategic Planning, maybe we should call
it developing a Shared Congregational Vision. And in
order for our leadership team, the pastor(s) and staff
to develop this vision, we need to hear from you – all
of you.
And yes, that is exciting – to hear about your hopes
and dreams for the congregation, to hear about your
gifts, and to even hear about what gaps we have in
the ministry of First Lutheran. Opportunities for congregations to really reflect on their mission are rare,
fun, energizing, and can even be difficult.
Beginning in January we will begin holding “Cottage
Meetings” as part of this process. You are probably
asking, “What is a cottage meeting?” Good question!
Well, here you go . . .
How long, who attends, where do they happen, and
when?
• They are 75 to 90-minute meetings.
• Up to 12 people (plus children) can attend a
single meeting.
• All people attending First Lutheran are welcome,
you do not need to be a member.
• Meetings will be held in the Family Life Center.
• Meetings will be set up at a variety of times, sign
-up for a time that works best for you.

For what purpose?
• This is a time for sharing a vision of who and
what you want to be.
• This is a time to hear the hopes and dreams of
what you want First Lutheran to be.
• It’s an opportunity for me to meet and get to
know you better.
How can I help?
• Each meeting will need someone to sign-up to
bring treats. Lutherans cannot meet without
treats!
• Each meeting will need a volunteer note-taker
so I can focus on the conversation.
It would be AMAZING to have 75% of our worshipping community attend one of the cottage
meetings. The conversation should be family
friendly, but young children might not be excited
by the discussions. However, every is welcome to
come to one of these gatherings. Sign-up sheets
for the cottage meetings will be located on the
counter of the glass lobby.
Blessings to you as we begin this new year of
ministry and mission here at First Lutheran!

Pastor Scott
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January’s Noisy Offering is
being collected for the Mitchell
Weekend Snack Pack Program.

Henry William Loes

was baptized on Sunday,
December 26. Alex and Mollie are
the parents of Henry and
sponsors are Jacob & ReeAnn Rice
and Adam Loes.

Weekend Snack Pack Program
Facts:
 Feeds more than 400 Mitchell Elementary
students every weekend
Run completely by donations & volunteers
 100% of donations goes to the purchase
of sale-priced food
 Gives more than $50,000 in food every
year
 Given to students who qualify for free or
reduced lunches at school

Upcoming Noisy
Offerings:

Rodger Kulm
Died December 3, 2021.
Funeral Services were
Saturday, December 18 at Bittner Funeral
Chapel with burial at Graceland Cemetery.

Delvon Ammon
Died December 5, 2021
Funeral Services were
Wednesday, December 8 at
First Lutheran Church with burial at
Graceland Cemetery with military rites.

Choir practice will
resume on Thursday,
January 6 at
6:30 p.m.

The Chime/Bell Choir
rehearsals will resume
Wednesday, January 12
at 6:30 p.m.
We welcome anyone
who reads music or is
willing to learn.



February: FLC

Scholarship Fund
 March: Confirmation Camp
 April: Lutherans Outdoors

First Lutheran Worship is
online and TV!
Go to:
www.MitchellFirstLutheran.org
and click the Video button on
the menu bar. Sunday
worship services will be live-streamed and
stored on the website for four weeks.
The Sunday worship bulletin and the
bulletin insert, Taking Faith Home will also be on
the Video page. If you would like to receive a paper copy of the bulletin, scripture readings and
the bulletin insert mailed to you please let Jodi
in the office know.

ALSO! If you are a Mitchell Telecom
subscriber you can watch worship live
on channel 112.
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Help Needed!

Un-Decorating

We are looking for
church members to
help lead the
children’s sermons on
Communion Sundays (1st
& 3rd Sundays) . If you’re interested
in helping out with this important
ministry, contact Jodi by calling the
office: 996-7706 or by email:
luther@mitchellfirstlutheran.org.

All hands on deck! All those who can
help un-decorate the sanctuary are
welcome to stay after worship on January 9. Many hands will make quick
work as we pack away the ornaments, decorations and Christmas
trees for another year. Thanks to all
the seasonal helpers!

Tentative Schedule
January Cottage Meetings

Did you know that
First Lutheran has an
Email Prayer Team?

Tuesday, January 11
Sunday, January 16
Tuesday, January 18

If you, or someone you know,
would like to be lifted up by
prayer by the First Lutheran community please
contact Jodi or Pastor Scott via phone
(605-996-7706), email
(luther@mitchellfirstlutheran.org) or by dropping a
note. We will notify our prayer chain members with
regular updates.

Thursday, January 20
Sunday, January 23
Tuesday, January 25
Thursday, January 27

Please sign-up for the meeting you would like to attend. Sign-up
sheets are on the counter in the Glass Lobby.

Online Church Directory
If you were unable to
have your picture taken
for the 2019 online church
directory you can submit
a picture to Jodi and she
can upload it.
There is an app, Instant Church Directory,
that will allow you to view the directory
from your smart phone. Simply search
‘Instant Church Directory’ on your phone’s
app store and you can create an account.
Please notify Jodi of the email you use
because that will need to be listed in the
directory. If you have any questions,
please contact Jodi.

11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
(bring your own lunch)
6:00-7:15 p.m.
11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
(bring your own lunch)
6:30-7:45 p.m.
6:00-7:15 p.m.
11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
(bring your own lunch)
6:30-7:45 p.m.

Items for Personal Care Kits are always welcome!

The following items are included
in each Personal Care Kit:

 One light-weight bath-size towel







(20” x 40” to 52” x 27”) dark color
recommended
Two to three bath-size bars of
soap equaling 8 to 9 oz, any brand, in original
wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars
One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging
One sturdy comb (no picks or fine tooth combs),
remove packaging
One metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove
packaging
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Circle Meeting
Dates & Times


Tuesday, January 4th




Wednesday, January 5th




11:30 a.m. FLCW Board
Meeting, Cornerstone
9:30 a.m. Lydia Circle, FLC Conference Room

Thursday, January 6th



9:30 a.m. Sarah Circle, Family Life Center
1:30 p.m. Elizabeth Circle, Wesley Acres Rec
Room

All First Lutheran women are invited to be part of any of
these groups which meet on a regular basis.
Please join us.

The book club will meet on January 21 at
11:30 a.m. at Cornerstone Coffeehouse.
Mighty Winds and Gentle Whispers: The
Purpose and Power of the Holy Spirit by Bruce
Blumer will be discussed. Grab a copy and
join in on the conversation!

There are photos of church activities in
the Family Life Center and they are
available for the taking. Please help
yourself. The photos will be discarded
after January 9.
Hospitality Ministry sign up is
now available on the church’s
website:
www.mitchellfirstlutheran.org, on the
homepage. Simply click either of the
links (1st link is for Communion Sundays and the 2nd link is
for Non-Communion Sundays) and sign up. The binder
will still be available on the table in the back of the
sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
Please consider signing up to help out!
Thank you for your assistance!







Wednesday Nights at
First Lutheran Church resume on
Wednesday, January 5, 2022.
5:30-6:00 p.m.
6:00-7:00 p.m.
6:00-7:00 p.m.
7:00-7:30 p.m.
7:30-8:30 p.m.

Supper
Journey With Jesus
Confirmation
Worship
Youth Group

Note: The Wednesday supper is not just for
families with young children.
Everyone is invited! Come and enjoy a hot
meal and a fun time of fellowship!
(A free will offering is welcomed,
but not required)
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