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FEBRUARY FOCUS……………………………………………………… 

Items for Personal Care 
Kits are always welcome!  

The following items are  

included in each Personal 

Care Kit: 
 One light-weight bath-size towel (20” x 40” to 

52” x 27”) dark color recommended 

 Two to three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 

to 9 oz, any brand, in original  

wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars 

 One adult-size toothbrush in its original pack-

aging 

 One sturdy comb (no picks or fine tooth 

combs),  

remove packaging 

 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional), 

remove packaging 
 

A collection tub is in the Glass Lobby. Monetary 

donations can be dropped off at the church office.  

Mission Statement: First Lutheran is a Christian Community proclaiming  
Jesus Christ to the world as we worship, learn, and serve together. 

The annual Valentine  
Cookie Sale begins  

February 9 through  
February 14. Every cent 

taken in goes to the  
Scholarship Fund.  

The sale dates are as follows: 

 Wednesday, February 9: 12:00-6:00 p.m. 

 Thursday, February 10: 12:00-6:00 p.m. 

 Friday, February 11: 12:00-6:00 p.m. 

 Saturday, February 12: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 Sunday, February 13: 9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. 

 Monday, February 14: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 
 

February Cottage 
Meetings 

 

Tuesday, February 1   11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m.     

            (bring your own lunch) 
Wednesday, February 2  5:45-7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, February 3  6:30-7:45 p.m.        
Sunday, February 6   6:00-7:15 p.m. 
 

Please sign-up for the meeting you would like to  
attend. Sign-up sheets are on the counter  

in the Glass Lobby.  
Please note, there is a sign up for note taker and someone 

to bring treats. 

The Church Office will be 

closed on Monday, February 

21st in observation of  

Presidents’ Day!  



COUNCIL MINUTES — January 11, 2022 
Please note: these minutes have been edited for the newsletter. 
The full minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the office hallway 

Pastor’s Report: 
 Working with Jodi on an e-mail blast to be sent to FLC members (possibly on a regular basis) 
 Sunday, January 16, Celebration Sunday, will collect pledge cards, coffee after church 
 Pushing camp registrations 
 Funeral for Joan Goldammer 
 Upcoming funeral for Edna Baade 
 1st Cottage Meeting today—others scheduled for the next few 

weeks 
 
Ministry Reports: 

 Worship: Still in need of an organist and pianists. An ad will be 
put in the Mitchell Republic. We currently subscribe to Red River 
for $29/month for electronic music. Kathie will meet with incom-
ing council member Karen Jorgenson & Pastor Scott about mu-
sic for Sunday services.  

 Fellowship & Caring: Nancy is getting together a visitation team. 
They will meet in February. Nancy has been visiting Edgewood. 
Pastor Scott suggested that ’Befriender Ministry’ may be a good 
fit for our church.  

 Faith Formation: Christmas program went very well. Thanks to 
Kelly Bottum and Tressa Wede for coordinating the program. 
Journey with Jesus resumed last Wednesday. They are starting 
a four-week mini series entitled ‘Glow’. They will plan a family 
game night for February 9 when Pastor Scott is on vacation. 

 Stewardship: Pastor Scott has been taking the lead on the ’Time and Talents’ mailing. Hope to get volunteers on the talent sheets.   
 Property: The leaky faucet in the basement kitchen has been fixed. It has been requested that the janitor’s sink behind the state be 

left in place. No word on the bell tower repairs.   
 Evangelism: Scott Schutz is the new council member replacing Howard Flisrand.   

 
Reception of the Treasurer’s Report: December 2021 income $36,224.72; expenses $23,242.28.  Net gain for December $12,982.44.  
YTD 2021 Income $112,351.09.  Rick made a motion to receive the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Kathie.  Motion carried. 
 
Unfinished Business:  

 Shared Multi-Gen Basement Space: Jon met with Mark White. They will meet with a plumber to get a bid on closing off the down-

stairs bathrooms. Will also get an estimate on putting in drain tile. Will look into taking care of the heave in the basement floor.  

New Business: 
 Mutual Ministry Committee: Traci made a motion seconded by Kathie to establish a Mutual Ministry Committee. Jeff will ask volun-

teers for this committee.  

 Housing Allowance: Upon motion by Rick, seconded by Traci it was voted and approved that First Lutheran designate $20,518 of 
the 2022 cash salary of $69,491.30 to be paid to Rev. Scott Munger as a housing allowance in response to pastor’s request and 
acknowledgement that the allowance be designated will not exceed actual expenses for his home including mortgage payments, 
utilities, upkeep and repairs, taxes, insurance and furnishings. Therefore, cash salary shall be $48,973.30 and housing allowance 

shall be $20,518. 

 2022 Budget: John presented the 2022 budget. After discussion, Traci made a motion, seconded by Jon to approve to be  

presented at the annual meeting. Motion carried.   

 
 

 

DECEMBER ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS: 
 December 1 ............. 31 ......................... $205.00  
 December 5 ............. 213/OL:88......... $6,419.02 
 December 8 ............. 33 ......................... $845.00 
 December 12 ........... 180/OL:300....... $6,896.35 
 December 15 ........... 145/58 .................... $25.00 
 December 19 ........... 161/OL: 130...... $8,626.85 
 December 22 ........... 10 ........................... $50.00 
 December 24 ........... 294/116/OL: 144 .........  
  .................................  ........................... $5500.00 
 December 26 ........... 80/OL: 80.......... $6,831.35 
  
 December  2021 Offering   $35,398.57 
 
 

$34,347.00 is needed per month to meet monthly budget.  
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It’s hymn #294 in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
hymnal. And at number 294, this puts the song near 
the end of the Christmas hymns section. 
 

It’s titled, In the Bleak Midwinter. Some of you might 
be familiar with the hymn, but I’m guessing many of 
you will not. We rarely sing it during our Christmas 
season – I think in part, because the song can be kind 
of depressing. In the first verse we sing: 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Now that doesn’t exactly sound like a Christmas  
carol! But the lyrics get better and in verse three we 
hear what we can give the baby Jesus.  
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 

 

I was thinking of this hymn on one of the many cold 
January days we’ve been experiencing. Winter can 
be bleak at times, yet at the same time First Luther-
an has been anything but bleak. Rather we’ve been a 
place bursting with activity and hope. Some of the 
activity  happens for all to see, and some happens 
behind the scene. 
 

Here is a recap of some of the exciting things hap-
pening at First Lutheran: 
• 6th graders are making plans for summer camp at 

NeSoDak. 
• Our high schoolers are fundraising for their trip 

to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis 
this summer. 

• A new logo design for the church will be finalized 
soon. 

• Our new website is nearing completion and will 
hopefully be live by the end of the month. 

• Our confirmation students are wrapping up their 
unit on the Old Testament. 

• Communion services continue to be held almost 
every week at one of our nursing home or assist-
ed living facilities. 

• We are wrapping up a series of Cottage 
Meetings as part of a strategic planning pro-
cess that will provide guidance for both pro-
gramming and staffing. 

• During Lent, our 5th graders will begin First 
Communion classes. 

• Our search for a pianist and/or organist who 
can lead music on Sunday mornings continues. 

• We completed our Spirit of Generosity stew-
ardship campaign. 

 

While the bleak midwinter can be a challenging 
time to be the church, it can also be an amazing 
time. A time of new growth and renewal. A time of 
creativity and new ideas. A time when we draw 
nourishment from Jesus the true vine. 
 

Epiphany blessings, 
 

Pastor Scott 

Epiphany 

In the Bleak Midwinter . . . 

Scenes from First Lutheran as drawn by 
confirmation student Rachel  Ziegeldorf 

Our baptismal font. Pastor Scott on Wed. nights. 

The Advent Wreath in the Chapel. 
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There won’t be choir 

practice on  

Thursday,  

February 3rd 

Joan Goldammer 
Died December 31, 2021.  

Funeral Services were Friday, 
January 7, 2022 at Bittner  
Funeral Chapel with burial 

Graceland Cemetery. 
 

Edna Baade 
Died January 8, 2022. 
Funeral Services were  

Saturday, January 15, 2022 at  
First Lutheran Church with burial at  
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. Artesian, SD. 

 
 
 
Upcoming Noisy Offerings: 

 March: Confirmation Camp 

 April: Lutherans Outdoors 

 May: Heart & Sole Cancer Walk 

February’s Noisy Offering is being 
collected for the First Lutheran 
Scholarship (First Lutheran Post-
Secondary Scholarship).  
This scholarship is available to First 
Lutheran high school seniors and current First  
Lutheran college students attending any accredited  
technical college, college or university.  

Thank you to all who helped with the  

December Love Feast!! We had a good 

number of volunteers who helped prepare 

and package the meal for those in our 

community who need a hot meal.  We 

prepared 524 meals!  These meals were 

picked up or delivered to homes by mem-

bers of the First United Methodist Church 

Love Feast team. With continued Covid-19 

constraints, dining in at the FUMC is not 

taking place, and we were unable to 

serve meals at the church. Even so, the 

Love Feast continues to be a worthwhile 

community project and we thank you for 

your support! 

On behalf of the Mitchell Weekend 
Snack Pack (WSP) program, I would 

like to thank First Lutheran Church for 
your continued prayers and the $354.88 

donation from Noisy Offering in  
January 2022. 

The mission of WSP is to put food into 
the hands of chil-
dren, easy to  
prepare snacks for 
the weekend when 
parents are working 
or there is not food in their homes.  
Your prayers and donations of time and 
talents help WSP to continue fulfill that 
mission. Thank you and God Bless! 
Scott Fossum 
Weekend Snack Pack Board Member 

The membership of the Mitchell Food Pantry Board of 
Directors is comprised of representatives from Mitchell 

churches. The representatives for First Lutheran 
Church are Gloria Thompson and Scott Fossum. 

 
Mitchell Food Pantry Location and Hours 

812 N Rowley St. Suite C 
Monday: 12:00-3:00 p.m. 
Tuesday: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Friday: 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

Save the Dates! 
 The Prairie Rivers Spring 

Meeting is planned for Sat-
urday, April 23 at 9:00 a.m. 
in Mitchell. It will feature Ruby Pattison’s 
quilt program. 

 Thursday and Friday, June 23 & 24,  
Synodical Meeting in Brookings. 
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Help Needed! 
We are looking for church 
members to help lead the  
children’s sermons on Com-
munion Sundays (1st & 3rd 
Sundays) . If you’re inter-
ested in helping out with this important 
ministry, contact Jodi by calling the  
office: 996-7706 or by email:  
luther@mitchellfirstlutheran.org. 

Online Church Directory 
If you were unable to 

have your picture taken 
for the 2019 online church 
directory you can submit 
a picture to Jodi and she 

can upload it. 
There is an app, Instant Church Directory, 
that will allow you to view the directory 
from your smart phone. Simply search 

‘Instant Church Directory’ on your phone’s 
app store and you can create an account. 

Please notify Jodi of the email you use  
because that will need to be listed in the  

directory. If you have any questions,  
please contact Jodi.  

Our study group, Sisters in Faith, will 
be doing a Lenten Study. “He Chose 
The Nails” by Max Lucado. We will 
meet March 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 from 
7:00-8:30 p.m. Format: video, group 
discussion, individual activities dur-
ing group session; with Lenten practice and reading  
between group sessions. There will be a 6th session April 5 
for additional Bible study and discussion to prepare for 
Easter. Anyone is welcome. We meet in the conference 
room and can do Zoom, too. A book & study guide are 
needed. Michelle White will facilitate the group.  

A new six-week Bible Study,  

“The Way—Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus”  

by Adam Hamilton.  
Dates: March 4-April 8 

When: Friday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 

Where: Cornerstone Coffeehouse 

Approximate cost for book $14.00 

If you’re interested you can contact 

the church office (605-996-7706). 

We are collecting  
receipts for the 
months of November 
& December 2021 
and January 2022. Receipts prior to 
November 2021 cannot be used. 
Please turn in your receipts by  
February 12. The church receives 
1% of the total receipts which is 
used for transportation costs. Thank 
you for your participation!  

First Lutheran Church now has a 

channel on Mitchell Telecom. If 

you’re a subscriber you will be able 

to watch worship live on Sundays on 

channel 112. 
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Circle Meeting  

Dates & Times 
 

 Tuesday, February 1st 
 11:30 a.m. FLCW Board  

Meeting, Cornerstone  
 Wednesday, February 2nd 

 9:30 a.m. Lydia Circle, FLC Conference Room 
 Thursday, February 3rd 

 9:30 a.m. Sarah Circle, Family Life Center  
 1:30 p.m. Elizabeth Circle, Wesley Acres Rec 

Room 
 
 

All First Lutheran women are invited to be part of any of 
these groups which meet on a regular basis.  

Please join us. 

Grab a copy of the following 
books and join in on the  

conversation during the up-
coming book club meetings 

 

  February 18: The Girls from Ames by  
 Jeffrey Zaslow 

  March 18: Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 

  April 15: The Radium Girls by Kate Moore 

  May 20: A Long Way Home by Tom Brokaw 

  June 17: Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles 
 

Book club meets on the third Friday at 11:30 a.m. at 
Cornerstone Coffeehouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Lutheran Post-Secondary Scholarship 
This scholarship is available to First Lutheran high 

school seniors and current First Lutheran college stu-
dents. Applications are available in the church office. 

Applications were mailed to First Lutheran high school 
seniors. Note that the First Lutheran Scholarship and the 
First Lutheran Church Women (FLCW) Scholarship are 
now combined-the change is that this scholarship is open 
to First Lutheran students attending or planning to attend 

any accredited technical college, college or university. 

Prairie Rivers Scholarship 
This scholarship is available only to students planning to 

attend, or currently attending an ELCA college,  
including Augustana University, Concordia, St. Olaf, 
etc. Applications are available in the church office.  

Students are asked to sign 

up to sell Valentine cookies 

on the following dates: 

 Wednesday, February 9: 12:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Thursday, February 10: 12:00-6:00 p.m. 
 Friday, February 11: 12:00-6:00 p.m. 
 Saturday, February 12: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, February 13: 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
 Monday, February 14: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

Sign up on the clipboard on the counter in the  
Glass Lobby or call the church office at 605-996-7706. 

 
 
 
 

Are you a Thrivent member? 
If so, there are two opportunities to take advantage of: 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS: Contact your Thrivent 

agent to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to the cause 
of your choice. If First Lutheran is your choice, let Jodi in 
the church office know where you want the money di-
rected (the general fund, the building fund, the memorial 
fund, the scholarship fund, the NYG/mission trip fund, 
etc.) This needs to be done in February. If it is not used, 
it is ‘lost’.  

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS: A Thrivent Action Team 

grant can be up to $250. This past year, First Lutheran 
members, have received approximately $4000 for pro-
jects carried out at First Lutheran. The application is 
very simple and done online and even those ‘technology 
challenged’ can do it! If you are interested and would 
like further information or help, contact the church office.  

The FLCW scholarship fund re-
ceived $50 thanks to Deloris Spry 
and an anonymous donor. Deloris 
‘enhanced’ a painting and donat-
ed it to the scholarship fund for 
sale. An anonymous donor con-
tributed $50 and the painting is 
now hanging on the west wall of 

the Family Life Center. Thank you! 
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